
Workers’ Rights

Chapter 3 Section 1



Lecture Focus Question

▪How did workers 
respond to the rise of 
industrialization? 
Explain. 
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Workers Endure Hardships

▪ Low wages and long hours 
(10-14 hours a day)

▪ No unemployment,  health 
care benefits, or vacation

▪ High injury and illness rate 
i.e black lung.

▪ Low pride in repetitive 
tasks 



Connection #1

▪Do you believe children 
should be allowed to hold a 
job before the age of  16 
with parent permission? 
Would you have gotten a 
job at a young age if  you 
could? Explain.



Poor Living Conditions and 
Child Labor

Poor living conditions:

-Lack of sanitation and police

-Families were crowded into one 
room apartments

▪ Child Labor

-as young as six were employed 

-worked full time Jobs to help 
support their families

-were often injured on the job



Simon Says…

S

“During this time period if  you 

were hurt or disabled because 

of  a work accident you were not 

entitled to any compensation. 

Due to dangerous unregulated 

work places many people got 

hurt, including children.” 



Knights of Labor 

▪ 1869 

▪ Knights of Labor- labor union 
that tried  to bring ALL 
laboring people together

▪ Supported 
–Equal pay for women
–8 hour workdays
–Abolition of child labor 

▪ Sought to own the factories 
they worked for 

▪ 700,000 members

▪ Became unpopular after 
Haymarket square riot 
–Created bad public 

opinion 

▪ Anarchists: political 
radicals opposed to any 
form of government



Brain Snack

▪ An Acrostic Poem is a poem where the first letter of each 
line spells a word and each line gives details and helps 
explain the word.

▪ Example 1- Poems should show 

Originality 

Explain something from the notes and

Make 

Sense

Your Task: Summarizes the notes and create an acrostic 
Poem for the following word: UNIONS



American Federation of 
Labor (AFL)

▪ American Federation of Labor- labor union 
consisted of skilled workers with specific 
trades and focused on specific issues like 
higher wages and better working conditions

▪ 1886 – led by Samuel Gompers



Workers and Big Business 
Clash

1892- Homestead Strike- fight 
between Steelworkers and 
Henry Frick.

-crushed by strikebreakers, 
Frick, Carnegie, and the 
National Guard.

-Steelworkers went 
without a union for 
decades. 

1894 Pullman Strike- fight over cut 
hours and wages between Pullman 
Passenger Cars and American 
Railway Union,  lead by E. V Debs.

▪ Troopers sent to protect the 
Railroads 

▪ E.V. Debs jailed for leading the 
strike



Simon Says…

S
Eugene V. Debs ran for 

President 5 times as part of  

the Socialist Party. He wanted 

government ownership of  the 

railroads and all workers to 

join unions.



Connection #2

▪When you take a job that 
has a union you are 
required to pay union dues. 
Do you think employees 
should be allowed to opt 
out of  joining unions? 
Explain.



Lecture Focus Question

▪How did Workers 
respond to the rise of 
Industrialization? 
Explain. 

▪ Response = 3-4 well thought out sentences 
minimum! (topic sentence + supporting details)



SUMMARY
Summary        These notes were about… 

(Main Idea Use the WIN

strategy!)  

(1-2 sent.)
W.I.N. strategy:
WHO/WHAT - Figure out the most important who or what (topic)
INFORMATION - Figure out the most important information about 

the who or what 
NUMBER OF WORDS - Write the main idea using the fewest possible 

number of words



Notes Grading Rubric


