
WHAT IS PLAGIARISM?



Lecture Focus Question

What is plagiarism and 

what are its 

consequences?  Explain.



Plagiarism is….

 Using someone else’s words as 
your own

 Using someone else’s ideas as 
your own

 Not citing your sources

 To present as new and original an 
idea/product derived from an 
existing source

 Cheating, whether it’s intentional 
or not!



Examples of Plagiarism

Turning in someone else’s 

work as your own

Failing to put a quotation 

in quotation marks

Giving incorrect 

information about the 

sources of a quotation



Famous Examples of Plagiarism



Famous Examples of Plagiarism

Vice President Joe Biden was forced 

to withdraw from the 1988 

Democratic Presidential nominations 

when it was revealed that he had 

failed a course in law school due to 

plagiarism. It was also shown that he 

had plagiarized several campaign 

speeches.



Famous Examples of Plagiarism

 “Blurred Lines” has strong similarities 

to Marvin Gaye’s 1977 “Got To 

Give It Up” and Funkadelic’s “Sexy 

Way”

 Robin Thicke, Pharrell, & T. I. sued by 

Marvin Gaye’s family and 

Funkadelic

 Robin Thicke, Pharrell, & T.I. lost –

forced to pay $7 million!



Famous Examples of Plagiarism

Madonna sued Lady Gaga 

for plagiarism for the song 

“Alejandro” similar to her 

hit “Like a Prayer.” Lady 

Gaga says her intention 

was from the outset to pay 

tribute to Madonna.



Ways to Avoid Plagiarism

Take notes on your reading. Be sure to summarize; 

never copy word for word unless you plan to use 

quotes

Never copy and paste from an online source into 

your document, unless you are using quotes and 

citing the author

Even when paraphrasing, you should cite the 

source of an idea unless it is common knowledge



Ways to Avoid Plagiarism

No more than 10% of your 
paper should be directly 
quoted.

When taking notes, keep track 
of your sources so you will 
remember them when you start 
writing.

 If you aren’t sure, cite the 
source!



Citing Sources

 When do I cite a source?

 Whenever you include a word, phrase or 

idea from a source

 The source can include a web page, classroom 

lecture, interview with your dad, a quote or 

summary from a book, magazine, etc.

 Even a single word from someone else, when 

included in your own essay, needs to be set 

off with quotation marks and then cited



Citing Sources

How do I cite sources?

Citing sources consists of 2 parts:

An in-text citation (includes the author & usually the 

page #)

A “Works Cited” or “Bibliography” page (included on 

a separate page at end of essay)



In-Text MLA Citation



MLA Works Cited Page




