
DO 
NOW!!!

■Analyze the 

following facts 

projected on the 

board and tell me 

what you learned 

about America in 

1900.



IN 1900…
■ The average life expectancy in the U.S. was 47.

■ Only 8% of homes had a telephone.

■ There were only 8,000 cars in the U.S. and 144 miles of paved 
roads.

■ The average wage in the U.S. was only 22 cents/hour or $200-
$400/year.

■ More than 95% of births took place in the home.

■ 90% of all American doctors had no college education.

■ The five leading causes of death in the U.S. were 1.Pneumonia and 
Influenza 2.Tuberculosis 3.Diarrhea 4.Heart Disease 5. Stroke

■ Coca-Cola contained cocaine instead of caffeine.

■ Only one in ten U.S. adults could read or write. Only 6% of 
Americans graduated from High School.



AIM
 Students will analyze how 

the media and ballot box 
promote reform during the 
Progressive Era by 
completing a graphic 
organizer.



THE 
PROGRESSIVE 
ERA AND 
MUCKRAKERS



THINK ABOUT IT!!

■ You are the mayor of your city. Many of your 

friends helped you during your campaign, and 

you got the job partly through their efforts. It is 

time to hire people for prominent city 

positions. Do you hire your friends, who now 

need jobs, or do you hire people who are 

possibly more qualified? Explain your answer.



RECAP:

■ Social and 
Political 
Problems.

■ Muckrakers 

■ Progressive 
Reforms



BOSS 
TWEED 

AND THE 
POLITICAL 
MACHINE 
EXCERPT



THINK- PAIR- SHARE

■ Why would some people show 
support towards Boss Tweed 
and the political machine?

■ What were some other 
problems of American cities 
in particular and the nation in 
general during the Gilded 
Age?



MUCKRAKERS 
DISCUSSION 

■ Is the media or the public a 

stronger force in achieving 

reform in the US today? Explain.

■ What does it mean when a 

reporter “digs up the dirt” on 

someone or something? 

Explain.



CONDITIONS 
IN THE MEAT 

PACKING 
INDUSTRY-

THE JUNGLE
EXCERPT



THINK- PAIR- SHARE

■ What dangers existed in 

the meatpacking 

industry?

■ Why was this so 

disturbing to people?



WRITE DOWN: (separate 
sheet of paper)

3 THINGS YOU LEARNED 
TODAY.

2 THINGS YOU FOUND 
INTERESTING.

1 QUESTION YOU HAVE.

TURN IN!!



MUCKRACKER CASE STUDY

■ Imagine you and 3 additional students are the publishers for one famous 
muckraking journalist during the Progressive Era. First, read about your assigned 
muckraker. Then, create an advertisement where you promote your client’s writings. 
This ad should include:

– The title of the article/book

– The complaints of the author

– Possible solutions or reforms that address the issues raised in the article/book

– A slogan/headline

– Color

– At least one image – drawn not Internet-based

■ At the end of the activity, each group will present their advertisement to the class. 
The students watching will fill in the graphic organizer below. Be sure to be as 
thorough as possible since there will be no additional notes on these muckrakers. 



Answer: AIM
How the media and 
ballot box promote 
reform during the 
Progressive Era?


