U.S. HISTORY / MS. SIMON


MLA GUIDELINES
Checklist: Preparing the MLA works cited page.

· Begin the list of works cited on a new page after the last page of text. Number it as the next page of the paper.  Do not create it as a separate document if it is part of a research paper/essay!
· Place the title Works Cited at the top center of the page (12 pt font, no italics or bolding).

· List entries alphabetically according to the author’s last name/organization’s name. List the author’s full name as it appears on the title page. Alphabetize sources without authors according to the first main word of the title.

· DO NOT indent the first line of each entry. DO indent 2nd and 3rd lines or each entry five spaces (hit the Tab button once).

· Double-space within each entry and between entries.

1) A book by one author (for electronic version also add the full web address at the end of the entry)
Works Cited Format:

Author’s Last Name, First Name.  Book’s Title.  City of publication: Publishing Company, Year of Publication.
Bettelheim, Bruno. The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales. New York: Knopf,

1976.

In-Text Citation:

(Author’s Last Name Page Number)

(Bettelheim 132)

2) A book by two or three authors (for electronic version also add the full web address at the end of the entry)
Works Cited Format:

1st Author’s Last Name, First Name, and 2nd Author’s First and Last Name. Book’s Title. City of Publication:
Publishing Company, Year of Publication.
Davidson, James, and Mark Hamilton. After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection. New York: Knopf, 1982.

In-Text Citation:

(1st Author’s Last Name and 2nd Author’s Last Name Page Number)

(Davidson and Hamilton 561)

3) A book by more than three authors (ie: your textbook!)
Works Cited Format:

1st Author’s Last Name, First Name, et al. Book’s Title. City of Publication: Publishing Company, Year of

Publication.
Lapsansky-Werner, Emma J., et al. United States History: Modern America. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice

Hall, 2007.

In-Text Citation:

(1st Author’s Last Name et al. Page Number)

(Lapsansky-Werner et al. 373)
4) An encyclopedia (for electronic version also add the full web address at the end of the entry)
Works Cited Format:

“Title of the Article.” Title of the Encyclopedia. Year of Publication.
“Revolutionary War.” The New Encyclopedia Britannica: Micropeadia. 1991.

In-Text Citation:

(“Article Title”)

(“Revolutionary War”)

5) A lecture

Works Cited Format:

Lecturer’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of Lecture.” Title of Course, Name of Department. Name of School,
Date of Lecture (Day Month Full Year).
Simon, A. “Origins of a New Society.” United States History, History Department. Knight High School, 16 Aug

2006.
In-Text Citation:

(Lecturer’s Last Name “Shortened Version of Title”)

(Simon “Origins”)

6) A film

Works Cited Format:

Film Title. Director’s Name. Performers’ Names. Distributor, Year of Distribution.
The Majestic. Dir. Frank Darabont. Perf. Jim Carrey, Laurie Holden, Ron Rifkin, and David Ogden Stiers.

Castle Rock Entertainment, 2001.
In-Text Citation:

(Film Title)

(The Majestic)

7) Professional Web Site

Works Cited Format:

Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Article Title”.  Date of last update.  Professional Group (ie: Britannica). Date

Material was Accessed. <Complete Website Address>.
In-Text Citation:

(Author’s Last Name)  
If no author is listed, use the article title for in-text citations.
**Should you come across a source that does not fit into the previously listed categories, please see me or the links provided for details on how to properly format the entry in your works cited page!
