Global Trade Stories: Snapshot
of a Career in Global Trade

Lesson #5

Prep
(Answer in your Passport)
• What do you think a “green business” is?
• What are some of the challenges the head of
a green business might face?

• What kind of skills might she/he need in
order to run a green business successfully?

Mr. MkPado
• As we read the case study of Mr. MkPado,
think about what you would do in his shoes
and record your thoughts on your handout.

Part
I
• Mr. MkPado is a resident of Santa Barbara and founder of Textile Waste

Solutions in Santa Maria. He has been exporting used clothing to Africa for
over fourteen years. He is considered one of the top small business
entrepreneurs on the California Central Coast. He gathers clothes and other
household textiles that thrift stores can’t sell, sorts them, packs them up, and
exports them to be recycled into rags or sold to Third World Countries. His
business adds new life and value to discarded textiles by transporting them to
another part of the world.
• Mr. MkPado is originally from Africa and arrives in California in the 1990s after
working as an export manager for a business he created in South Korea. He
wants to work in the U.S., but the U.S. is in the middle of a recession and he
struggles to find employment. He knows the international market, and wants to
find a way to sue this knowledge to create a job for himself. So, he does some
research into something that no one else in the Santa Maria area ever thought of:
What do thrift stores do with their excess textiles (woven fabric materials like tshirts, table cloths, etc.)

Part I: Business Problem
• Put yourself in Mr. MkPado’s shoes. If you were
him, just at the brink of a business idea, what
kind of research would you need to do in order to
find out how to get used textiles from your local
thrift store to the places and companies that need
them? Who would you talk to first?

Part II cont’d
• After watching the t-shirt videos throughout this

module, what countries do you think Mr. MkPado
sends his textiles to?
• What else are the textiles used for, especially if
they are not fit to be worn again? What do you
remember from the last podcast you listened to,
entitled, “The Afterlife of a T-shirt?”

Part II

• Mr. MkPado finds out that used textiles are just going to the

landfills. In fact, he finds out that thrift stores have to pay just to
get rid of the textiles that they can’t sell. Why aren’t they selling
it all? Because, statistically, 100% of Americans shop for new
clothes and only 5% also shop thrift stores. Of all these people
donating clothes, only 5% are shopping for them! That’s a lot of
extra textiles!
• After talking to the thrift stores, his first phone call was the thrift
stores in Santa Maria, and his second was to the City of Santa
Maria Public Works Department. With their help, he was able to
set up a system where he could take the textiles off of the thrift
stores’ hands for free and sell them to others who could reuse
them.

Part III

• Mr. MkPado sends the clothing that can be re-worn to

South Central America and Africa. He has a small
American vintage clothing market in Japan and
Germany. He also saves costumes from the 40s and
50s for a niche market in the theater industry. Ruined
textiles are not thrown away; there are businesses that
need textiles to use as industrial rags, or for padding in
car seats, or for stuffed animals.
• Mr. MkPado has now grown his business to over $1
million in sales annually. He likes to refer to it as a
“green business”.

Part III cont’d
• Fill in the blanks on your handout with your
best guesses.

Part
IV
• Mr. MkPado says, “I enjoy working in the global trade field because

there is an understanding among people and it fosters friendship among
countries that are involved in trade because both benefits as trading
partners. We breach cultural differences and create good will toward
Americans. Global trade can help ease political tensions, enhance
human-to-human contacts, and bridge cultural, religious, and political
differences.”
• So, you might be wondering how you can get started in the field of
global trade? Mr. MkPado says, “Education!” Do you really need a
college degree? MkPado says, “In today’s world, you need a college
education to succeed. It’s needed to better understand how the world
economies and political complexities work. There are people who can
do this with a high school education, but college is needed to have a
good chance of success.”

Part IV cont’d
• There are a wide variety of jobs in the global

trade field. Remember the containers you saw
in the video, that businesses use to ship good
by boat?
• How many jobs do you think the
import/export of one container takes?

Flash Fiction:
Global Trade Career Pathways

• Watch the video HERE
• Then, write a paragraph regarding your vision for an

interesting global trade career.
• Do a little research and determine what kind of
education is needed in order to succeed in that career
• Lastly, write a brief paragraph explaining the benefits
associated with this career.

Take THIS Survey!
• Congrats!
• You’ve finished the Global T-shirt Program!

