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BIG BUSINESS DOMINATES THE NATION
AIM: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DO NOW: 
· How does a corporation differ from a “mom and pop” business? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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POLITICAL CARTOON: TRUST GIANTS POINT OF VIEW
· What does Rockefeller holding the White House in the palm of his hand represent?
· What does the expression on Rockefeller’s face tell you about his attitude towards the government? 
POLITICAL CARTOON: THE PROTECTORS OF OUR INDUSTRIES

· Why would the political cartoonist use an octopus to represent the Standard Oil Co.?
· Why are its tentacles wrapped around the other buildings?
POLITICALCARTOON: MONOPOLY
· Why would the political cartoonist use an octopus to represent a monopoly? 
· What do the things the octopus is holding represent?
ROBBER BARONS OR CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY? – HISTORICAL HEAD
The business leaders of the post-Civil War years have been called both “robber barons” and “captains of industry.” Difference in the terms show differences in opinion as to what these people accomplished.  A captain of industry is a positive term. New industries and new products were developed under these people. They gave away millions of dollars to philanthropic (charitable) causes. A robber baron is a negative term. Robber barons took advantage of workers, used devious business practices, and were corrupt. 
DIRECTIONS: The following is a series of quotes, ideas, and accomplishments of these business leaders. After analyzing this information, 

1) Do you think these men in general, were captains of industry or robber barons? 
2)What do you think was their true motivation regarding wealth, power, giving, and control? 
3) Create two images or ideas in your characters head (one Robber Baron and one Capt. of Industry), and then explain each image in depth. Be sure to mention whether or not these men were robber barons or captains of industry. 
	· How to Succeed (Horatio Alger): idea that an ambitious person can succeed financially if he or she works hard, is thrifty, practices integrity, follows the rules, and has a little bit of luck. 

· Cornelius Vanderbilt began construction of Grand Central Terminal in New York City, offering employment to thousands who otherwise would have been unemployed.

· John D. Rockefeller, founder, Standard Oil: “The growth of a large business is merely a survival of the fittest.
· “Yes, I am my brother's keeper. I am under a moral obligation to him that is inspired, not by any maudlin sentimentality but by the higher duty I owe myself. What would you think me if I were capable of seating myself at a table and gorging myself with food and saw about me the children of my fellow beings starving to death?” Eugene V Debs
· “I have always served the public to the best of my ability. Why? Because, like every other man, it is to my interest to do so.” Vanderbilt
	· Commodore Vanderbilt, shipping magnate: “What do I care about the law? ‘Hain’t I got the power?

· Andrew Carnegie, steel industrialist: “Surplus wealth is a sacred trust which its possessor is bound to administer in his lifetime for the good of the community.”

· William Vanderbilt, railroad tycoon: “The public be damned. I am working for my stockholders.”

· Andrew Carnegie spent over $450 million on libraries, opera houses, colleges, and other philanthropic works. 

· John D. Rockefeller: “There is a great responsibility resting upon the possessors of wealth, and I believe there is on the part of many a growing appreciation of that responsibility.”

· Collis Huntington, railroad owner: “I believe with $200,000 we can pass our bill.”

· Because of Henry Ford’s assembly line and use of mass production, the average American could afford an automobile.
· J.P. Morgan twice saved the US government from financial collapse.


EXPLANATION: IMAGE 1 (2-3 SENTENCES)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
EXPLANATION: IMAGE 2 (2-3SENTENCES ) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you think these men, in general, were captains of industry or robber barons? Explain. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think was their true motivation regarding wealth, power, giving, and control?_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ANSWER AIM:  Did the rise of big business represent positive or negative change in the United States? Explain your answer. 
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