
Culture 

Cage Fight



When Cultures Clash

Many possible outcomes

1: one group changes 

drastically while the other 

remains static

2: both groups change a little

3: one group dies while the 

other survives



Acculturation Nation

Acculturation: 2 cultures meet, one 

group changes by adopting some of  the 

behaviors and values of  the other

Selective incorporation of  new ideas

David Brody’s Christmas

How is the Brody family’s unusual 

Christmas celebration an example of  

acculturation? Explain.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JD-Y1u6l_ho


Cultural Appropriation

Commodity: something that can be 
bought and sold

Commodification: occurs when one group 
takes a cultural trait or artifact from 
another and turns it into a commodity

Appropriate: to take or use something in a 
way that is offensive, illegal, or unfair

Cultural appropriation: the unauthorized 

use of  a culture in order to make a profit







Assimilation

Assimilation: someone gives up their 
entire culture in order to take on a 
different culture

Process can be voluntary or 
involuntary

Protectionist govts attempt to restrict 
the influence of  minority cultures by 
limiting # immigrants allowed in the 
country



Forced Assimilation

U.S. & Australia relocated native pops.

Ethnocentrism: evaluation of  other 
cultures according to preconceptions 
originating in the standards and customs 
of  one’s own culture

Social Darwinism: those who are most 
successful in society are morally, 
intellectually, and physical superior –
justified in conquering other people



Syncretism

Cross-cultural fertilization: 2 cultures 
interact and both change in some way

Syncretism: occurs when 2 or more 
distinct cultural ideas or languages merge 
to create an entirely new concept
Swahili: created when Arabs traveled to East 

Africa and intermingled with the Bantu –
Swahili adopted the linguistic structure of  
Bantu languages and incorporates Arabic 
vocab



Syncretism & Religion

Santeria: blend of  African religions and 

Catholicism 

Originated with African slaves who were taken 

to Cuba

Compelled to practice Catholicism, but 

refused to forego their own faiths

Result = incorporate their own practices into 

outward displays of  Catholicism



“Sorry Day”

Global colonization led directly to 
marginalization of  indigenous peoples, 
disputes over citizenship, attacks on their 
culture

 Indigenous people often targets of  
institutionalized racism
Ex: Washington Redskins, Urban Outfitters Navajo-

themed socks

Sorry Day: nat’l Australian holiday intended 
to recognize how it has failed its indigenous 
population



Let’s HuG It Out!

Keep the Name

• Research and 

record the various 

arguments in 

favor of  KEEPING the 

Washington Redskins 

name.

Change the Name

• Research and 

record the various 

arguments in 

favor of  CHANGING the 

Washington Redskins 

name.

What do you think? Should the Washington 

Redskins change their team name? Explain.


