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LECTURE FOCUS QUESTION

Did the growth in the 
powers of the federal 
government during the 
New Deal benefit the 
nation?  Explain.



FIRST HUNDRED DAYS

FDR aimed to 
restore hope and 
the economy
 Fireside chats: 

informal radio 
speeches to the 
American people

New Deal: FDR’s 
relief, recovery and 
reform programs 
aimed at fighting 
the G.D.



CONNECTION #1
What is our current 

president’s preferred form of 
communication with the 
American people? Do you think 
he uses it effectively?





SIMON SAYS…

S
Listening to FDR’s fireside 

chats was a family event. 

Everyone would drop what 

they were doing and gather 

around a radio.



REFORMING THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM

Bank Holiday: FDR shut down banks to inspect 
their financial health

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC): insured bank deposits up to $5,000

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC): 
regulated the stock market and made it safe for 
investors



PROVIDING RELIEF & PROMOTING

RECOVERY

National Recovery 
Administration (NRA): 
established a minimum 
wage

Public Works 
Administration (PWA): 
created jobs building 
bridges, dams, power plants, 
govt buildings, etc.



RURAL AREAS

Agricultural Adjustment 
Bureau: paid farmers 
subsidies to not plant part 
of their land  raise crop 
value/prices

Tennessee Valley 
Authority: built dams to 
control floods and 
generate electricity



SIMON SAYS…

S
Government subsidies are still 

used to keep agricultural 

prices in check.



BRAIN SNACK

What do FDR’s New 
Deal and a cruise 
ship have in 
common?  Focus on 
similarities ONLY. 
Make a list of at 
least 3 things.



WORKERS’ RIGHTS

Wagner Act: legalized union membership, 

collective bargaining, and closed shops

Social Security Act:

 Old-age pensions/survivors’ benefits

 Unemployment insurance

 Aid for dependent children, the blind and disabled



CRITICS
New Deal does too much 
 Govt too powerful

 Father Coughlin: commies 
are in charge!

New Deal doesn’t do 
enough  Too much 
attention paid to banks 
and business

 Huey Long: “Share Our 
Wealth” program

http://progressives.typepad.com/.shared/image.html?/photos/uncategorized/huey_long_02.jpg


FDR & THE SUPREME COURT

Supreme Court 
opposed pieces 
of the New Deal

Court Packing: 
FDR attempted to 
appoint 6 new 
Justices 
sympathetic to 
his New Deal, but 
failed



WOMEN OF THE NEW DEAL

Eleanor Roosevelt

 Defied tradition by 

aggressively promoting the 

New Deal and granting 

women/minorities access to 

the president

Mary McLeod Bethune

 Organized the unofficial 

“black cabinet”

Francis Perkins

 First woman appointed Sec. 

of Labor

Dorothea Lange

 Photographs helped win aid 

for migrant workers



CONNECTION #2
Can you think of another 

woman in American history 
who used her position of 
power to help others? Who? 
What did she do?



MIGRANT MOTHER



NOT A MIRACLE CURE

Recession of 1937

Rising national debt

Discrimination in New 
Deal programs

New Deal only 
provided temporary
relief



NEW DEAL LEGACIES

Public works projects still visible

Programs still exist (ex: Social Security)

Welfare state: govt assumes responsibility for 
providing for the welfare of children, the poor, 
elderly, sick, disabled, and unemployed

Legacy of hope

Legacy of debt ($23 trillion +) through deficit 
spending (www.usdebtclock.org)

Legacy of government involvement in 
the lives of average citizens



SUMMARY:              THESE NOTES ARE ABOUT…    

(1-2 SENT)

(MAIN IDEA USE WIN STRATEGY!)

W.I.N. strategy:
WHO/WHAT - Figure out the most important who or what (topic)
INFORMATION - Figure out the most important information about 

the who or what 
NUMBER OF WORDS - Write the main idea using the fewest possible 

number of words



LECTURE FOCUS QUESTION

Did the growth in the 
powers of the federal 
government during the 
New Deal benefit the 
nation?  Explain.

Response = 3-4 well thought out sentences minimum! 

(topic sentence + supporting details)



NOTES GRADING RUBRIC


